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Introduction
The current decade has seen the increase in membership of government employees to labor unions with a slight diminution of private workers and skilled tradespeople. The unions play a crucial role in channeling government finances to cater for the welfare of laborers in the public and private sectors. The elemental reason why I have chosen this topic is to address the causes of why these labor unions seek to influence federal state and local government monetary resources and the benefits they accrue to workers at large. Additionally, I shall address the impact of these unions they have on government resources. It is of paramount importance to evaluate the roles played by these labor unions in the economy to assess their relevance. 
Why Labor Unions Influence the Government
In addressing the reasons why these labor unions affect the federal state and local government the general roles of the unions have to be covered. To begin with, unions magnify the voices of laborers. When workers come together and air the same views they have better bargaining power when it comes to sensitive issues like pay rise and allowances. Secondly, unions serve to unify workers from various sectors of the economy be it the education, business, healthcare and security sectors. They endorse equality among different classes of workers.
Furthermore, unions promote democracy for every worker as they advocate for not only their members but also for all proletarians. Thirdly, unions help reduce wage gaps and increase earnings for women and people of color in the United States of America. They achieve this through establishing pay transparency, correcting salary divergences, making raise and promotion of more clean-cut processes, and helping in the pursuit for justice for workers who have been discriminated against.
Moreover, unions ameliorate the safety and health practices of work areas. About 4800 laborers are killed on work yearly. Over 50000 workers die of occupational illnesses each year with an estimated number of 7 million people incurring injuries in work settings. Unions have always worked for the safety of employees by educating them about worker injuries, and researchers have suggested that unions create safer workplaces because their union protects union laborers from reverberations for reporting safety issues, they are more likely to account not only for injuries but near misses. This raised reporting can lead to a reduction in work perils.
How Labor Unions Influence the Government
According to scholars, the influence of unions on federal, state and local government is in constraint to government policy. However, essential functions are played by these unions in a bid to utilize government funds in favor of her workers. This is seen in how unions influence the legal environment of employment and wages by raising higher bargaining contracts, thus supporting the overall increase in wages. One important function played by these unions is advocating for compensation and more employment opportunities for their members. Through them, employees have higher chances of receiving the due reward in the event of an injury or benefits after retirements. This offers financial security and solace to many workers who are disadvantaged in fighting for their rights. 
Various economists have agreed on the fact that government labor unions are more effective in lobbying than private unions. Through lobbying and marketing campaigns, government unions can raise the demand for government services, thereby guaranteeing both higher wages and greater employment at the same time. It is beyond dispute that government unions increase government employment opportunities as confirmed by Bradley O'Brien, an economist from Bradley University.
Apart from directly influencing government expenditure, unions have a vast influence on the electoral process. They donate large sums of money to politicians they support, and this endorsement is extended to voting where unionized members are encouraged to vote for the desired and supported leader. In return for their support, public unions obtain rewards in subtle ways to supplement base salaries such as many government unions negotiate premium pay, allowances, and other categories, such as "longevity pay," that is generally foreign to the private sector (G. Lawrence, 2016). Such perks continue to make unions one of the key players in the electoral process.
Conclusion
Summarily, the roles labor unions play in the economy of the U.S. surpass employment-related activities. In addition to buttonholing for its employees, they provide better salaries and more bargaining power when it comes to fighting for better working environments. More significant roles like endorsing politicians and in so doing influence the outcome of federal or state elections are played mostly by public unions rather than private ones. The relevance of these labor unions in the economy is therefore beyond dispute.
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